
Houston and Bridge of Weir each grew around water and 
weaving, making the most of the River Gryfe to power their 
textile mills. Beyond that initial similarity, the two villages have 
very different stories to tell.  Houston might now appear to 
be the sleepier of the two, but centuries ago it was a booming 
New Town when Bridge of Weir was scarcely on the map.  This 
walk gives you an insight into the different characters of the 
two villages.  It will also take you on a delightful walk along 
the wooded valley and gorge of the Gryfe, so sheltered that 
it’s full of birds and plants even in the depths of winter.  There 
are also plenty of cafes and pubs to stop in.  For the real ale 
connoisseurs, Houston even has its own brewery !

Start and finish  In Houston, at the bus stops outside St 
Fillans Primary School on the Main Street.  This is just off the 
B789 between Crosslee/Houston and Bridge of Weir (grid 
reference NS 406665).

Distance  8km (5 miles), or 10km (6 miles) if the excursion 
to the Craigends Yew is included. Allow around three hours.

Exploring the weave and the weft......
along the Gryfe between Houston and Bridge of Weir

Terrain  Partly a country walk 
along a riverside path, and partly 
village walks on tarmac paths and 
pavements.  Fairly flat.  No stiles, 
but the possibility of fallen trees 
on the riverside path may present similar obstacles.  Boots 
recommended – the riverside path can be muddy.  
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1   From the bus stop outside St Fillan’s Primary 
School, go past St Fillan’s Church (the prominent 
white building) to the small roundabout and turn left 
(no signpost).  Keep on the left hand side of the road, 
passing Gryffe High School after 500m.  Beyond the 
school, the path runs alongside a stone wall for a few 
metres.  Continue carefully along the road or verge 
(no pavement) to a T-junction just around the bend.

South Mound   The woods to your left beyond the 
High School contain South Mound – a burial site 
dating from the Bronze Age, between 2200BC and 
700BC.  Jewellery and coffins containing human 
bones were in the mound when it was excavated in the 
eighteenth century.  Traces of the mound itself are still 
visible if you know where to look, but the jewellery 
has long gone!  The fields around about are however 
rich in prehistoric finds, indicating that there was a 
significant population here 2000 years ago.

2  Cross the main road carefully.  Go down the lane 
opposite, following signposts for “River Gryfe”.  You 
will pass a farm on your left after nearly 500m.  
Continuing beyond the farm, you will see a signpost 
on your right pointing down a footpath to the River 
Gryfe.  Follow this for 100m down to a T-junction with 
another path, at a bridge over a mill lade.

River Gryfe



3  Turn right, signposted Bridge of Weir.  The path follows the edge of the 
lade and then the river.

The Crosslee lade  The lade follows the River Gryfe for 2km  between 
Bridge of Weir and Crosslee.  It took water from the river to power the 
Crosslee Mill, a cotton spinning mill established in 1793 and the biggest 
mill on the Gryfe. During its heyday, the mill employed 300 workers in a 
six-storey building – it must have been an amazing sight in the midst of the 
countryside.  Velvet from the mill was used on the seats in the House of 
Lords.  The mill was demolished in the early 20th century as hand weaving 
declined due to  competition from machines. You can see where the mill 
used to stand just before point 9 on the walk. 

During 2006 and 2007, the route will be affected by the construction of 
new housing in Bridge of Weir. While these houses are being built, follow 4a. 
After construction is finished, you will be able to follow a better route 4b.

4a  Approximately 1.5km from point 3, the path turns sharply uphill away 
from the river up some steps. To visit Bridge of Weir for refreshments follow 
the path uphill along the field boundary into Loch Place (following dotted 
line on the map) turn left along Loch Road and right into Mill of Gryfe 
Road. At the fork, turn left. Eventually the lane passes between two houses 
and comes out onto the main road through Bridge of Weir. Turn left into 
the centre of the village for pubs, cafes and shops. Then return the way you 
have come to point 4a, and continue to reverse your route back along the 
river and lade. When you reach the signposted path junction at point 3, 
continue straight on alongside the lade towards Crosslee.

Houston Kirk



4b  Approximately 1.5km from point 3, a path turns steeply uphill to your 
right. Ignore this, and continue alongside the river on a newer path. At 
a junction near a bridge over the river, turn right and then follow a path 
around the left hand side of the new housing estate. The path eventually 
crosses a wooden footbridge and goes past a viewing platform close to 
the water falls, follow the route up some steps to a tarmac lane called Mill 
of Gryfe Road. At the fork turn left. Eventually the lane passes between 
two houses and comes out onto the main road through Bridge of Weir. 
Turn left. Go through the centre of the village, passing pubs, cafes and 
shops.  Just beyond the Lochnagar Coffee Shop on the left, turn left down 
Mill Brae and go over the bridge at the bottom.  Turn right along the 
riverside path and retrace your steps to point 3. 

Bridge of Weir lies at a point where the power of the River Gryfe cuts a 
gorge through an area of harder rock.  The potential of the water’s power 
was recognised centuries ago when the Mill O’Gryfe was built (between 
points 6 and 7 on the walk) – although there was little else there apart 
from a few houses until the late eighteenth century.
In the 1770s, the tanning industry arrived.  Its need for abundant supplies 
of water made Bridge of Weir a natural location, and tanning continues to 
this day at the Bridge of Weir Leather Company, now located just outside 
the village.  Tanning was followed by cotton – four mills appeared in the 
1790’s.  The lades, bridges and dams you see as you walk alongside the 
river at point 6 were all part of these mills. The last mill closed down in 
1876, but by then the village’s future was assured.  The railway had 
arrived from Glasgow – only 22 minutes away by express train.  It may 
take a few minutes longer now by bus or car at rush hour, but the 
village has been popular with commuters ever since.

North St Houston



5  About 500m beyond the path junction at point 3, you 
will pass an overgrown metal pedestrian gate on your left.  
The path then becomes more open.  Keep going in the same 
direction towards the houses and road you can see in front of 
you.  Just before you come to the road, bear right and shortly 
after go left on a grassy path along the base of the road 
embankment.  Continue along the base of the embankment 
until, after about 500m, the path starts to climb gradually up 
to the left.  The path passes the top of a stone wall (which 
marks the end of the Crosslee lade from Bridge of Weir; the 
old Crosslee mill used to stand by the river here).  The path 
then flattens out and comes to Brierie Hill Road. 

6  Cross the road and continue along Whirlie Road, opposite.  
Take care where the pavement disappears for a few metres.  
After nearly 500m the road bends very sharply right.  Go 
down some steps on the outside of the bend, and through an 
underpass to some shops across the road.  Turn right along 
the front of the shops and then turn left along a tarmac path 
down the side of the shops.  At the path junction behind the 
shops, turn left along the wide tarmac path.  Follow this for 
150m to a road.  

Houston House



The Craigends Yew (additional 2 km in total)  From point 7 
you can enjoy a short excursion to see this magnificent old 
yew tree.
In Scotland, the Craigends Yew is second in size only to the 
Fortingall Yew in Perthshire, Europe’s oldest living organism.  
The Craigends Yew is estimated to be around 600 years old, 
which means it started its life in about 1400AD - but some 
experts say it may be as much as 1000 years old.  The tree 
has reached over 30m across as large branches radiate from 
the now shattered and split trunk, over 2.5m in diameter 
itself.  The weight of the outer branches means that they rest 
on the ground and eventually take root, enclosing the mother 
tree in an ever-increasing ring of fresh, healthy growth.  So 
although the tree’s central trunk is now nearly dead, the fresh 
outer growth should survive for a few hundred years yet.

To get to the tree, turn right along the tarmac path 
immediately before crossing the road at point 7.  Follow the 
path across the entrances to Leeburn Avenue and Leeburn 
Gardens, and into the woods beyond.  Ignore a path off to 
the left into houses.  After about 500m, a tarmac lane crosses 
your path.  Turn right along this lane and over a bridge across 
the River Gryfe.  Fork left immediately after the bridge along a 
gravel path, ignoring a path off to the right.  Carry straight on 
where another gravel path leads off to the right after 150m. 
About 100m further on again, there is a stone information 
point on the left hand side of the path. The Craigends Yew 
lies down to your left, between the information point and 
the river.  It looks a bit like a huge bush.  Go and have a look 
inside!  (Return the same way to point 7.)

Crosslee Lade River Gryfe Crosslee Lade



7  Carefully cross the road at the bus stop (beware fast 
traffic), and go up the short zigzag path on the other side.  
Turn left at the top into Quarry Brae, a lane with a stone wall 
on the right hand side.  After 500m, you come to a road 
junction.  Cross over carefully and continue along Kirk Road. 

8  After another 500m, you pass Houston and Killellan Kirk 
and enter the old village of Houston.  Continue along Kirk 
Road.  Where the road forks 200m beyond the church, go 
left along North Street.  200m further on, take the first road 
on the left, Bogstonhill Road.  Then take the first right into 
South Street.

9  Pass the Mercat Cross on your right, in front of a grassy 
area running down to the river.  At the crossroads by the Fox 
and Hounds, turn left along Main Street.  You will reach a 
small roundabout after 250m.  The walk finishes just beyond 
at the bus stop outside St Fillan’s Church.

Houston  The village of Houston has a much longer history 
than Bridge of Weir.  It is mentioned in records as far back 
as 1200.  The Mercat Cross on South Street dates from 
the 14th century, and marks the centre of the village where 
proclamations were made and criminals punished.   
By 1760, Houston had a population of around 300.  At the 
time Bridge of Weir could scarcely be called a settlement, 
possessing just a mill and a few houses.  What now looks like 
the old centre of Houston, around North and South Street, 
was in fact a New Town when it was built in the 1780s, like a 
miniature Erskine or East Kilbride.  The houses and communal 
drying green were laid out in a regular pattern, with North 
and South Street both running parallel on either side of the 
Houston Burn (which you cross at the bridge on Bogstonhill 
Road).  This layout was deliberate.  The purpose was to 
ensure access to water for all householders – crucial for the 
home-based weaving industry, which was the mainstay of the 
village economy through the nineteenth century. By the end 
of the 19th century, hand-weaving was declining in the face 
of competition from machines. Coupled with the fact that 
the railways missed the village, Houston was reverting to its 
quiet agricultural origins by the early 20th century.  It is only 
since the 1970s that a new chapter in the village’s history has 
begun as large-scale residential developments at Crosslee 
have changed the character of the village once more.



Getting to the start
Rail  Paisley Gilmour Street railway station is served by frequent trains between 
Glasgow and Ayrshire/Inverclyde. From outside the station, catch a Riverside 
18 bus (hourly Mon-Fri) or Riverside 8 bus (hourly Saturdays) and alight at St 
Fillans Primary School.

Bus Riverside 18/19 from Paisley and Linwood to Houston and Bridge of 
Weir (hourly Mondays to Saturdays only). First Glasgow X7 from Glasgow 
and Linwood to Houston, Bridge of Weir and Kilmacolm (hourly Mondays to 
Saturdays only).  Alight at St Fillans Primary School.  

Bicycle  The start of the route is 2.5km from National Cycle Network cycletrack 
75 in Bridge of Weir via the B789 Bridge of Weir Road.  Paisley is 12km from 
the start, and Johnstone 9km.  Take care with traffic on the B789.  Bring a lock. 

Car  The start of the walk is just off the B789 between Crosslee/Houston 
and Bridge of Weir. From the M8, take the A737 exit signposted Irvine 
(junction 28a, immediately after Glasgow Airport).  Then take the second 
exit (signposted Bridge of Weir), turn right at the top of the slip road, and 
follow signs to Houston.  Go through Crosslee, and turn left towards Bridge 
of Weir (B789) at the large roundabout.  Take the first road on the right, 
signposted Langbank 4 1/4 miles.  The walk starts at the bus stop about a few 
metres along this road.  Do not park here as it is a bus route and a school 
entrance.  Continue another metres to a small roundabout, turn right, and park 
considerately in Houston Road.

Please check rail and bus times with Traveline Scotland before travelling.  
Tel: 0870 608 2608 www.travelinescotland.com

Refreshments
Bridge of Weir
The following places are all after point 4b on the walk, and are listed in the 
order you go past them:
The Gryffe Inn, Main Street.  Tel: 01505 613023.  Lunchtime meals and snacks.  
12pm to 2.15pm.
The Four Elements, Main Street.  Tel: 01505 610610.  Lunchtime and evening 
meals and snacks, tea and coffees all day.  Closed Mondays.
Aulds Coffee Shop, Livery Walk.  Tel: 01505 614858.  Snacks, teas and coffees 
all day.  Closed Sundays.

Lochnagar Coffee Room and Restaurant, Main Street  Tel: 01505 613410.  
Meals, snacks, teas and coffees.  Mondays to Fridays 10am-4.30pm, Saturdays 
1am-3.30pm.  Closed Sundays.
Logan’s Bar and Lounge, Main Street.  Tel: 01505 61554.  Meals and snacks all 
day.  Open every day.

Shops  There are also newsagents and a small supermarket in the centre of the 
village.

Crosslee
River Inn, Houston Rd.  Tel: 01505 613288.  Meals, teas and coffees. Open 
every day.  From point 6, turn right down Brierie Hill Road for 100m.
Shop  You pass a Co-op between points 6 and 7 on the walk.

Houston
Carrick Coffee Shop, The Carrick Centre, Main Street.  Tel: 07961 333826.  
Meals, snacks teas and coffees.  Open Mondays to Saturdays 10am-4pm.  On 
the right 100 m past point 9.
Houston Inn, North Street.  Tel: 01505 614315.  Bar meals every day.  Turn 
right along Main St for 100m from point 9.  Just beyond the Cross Keys Inn.  
Cross Keys Inn, Main Street.  Tel: 01505 612209.  Bar meals every day. Turn 
right along Main St for 100m from point 9.  
The Fox and Hounds, South Street.  Tel: 01505 612448.  Bar meals every day.  
Award-winning beer brewed on the premises.  On the crossroads at point 9.

Shops  There are a couple of small shops in the village centre, on Bogstonhill 
Road and North Street.

Further information
Bridge of Weir Library, on the main road between points 4b & 5 on the walk, 
is a useful place to start if you’d like to find out more about the area.  Tel: 
01505 612220.  Open Mon-Wed and Fri-Sat, but closed some mornings and 
afternoons.

For general information about both Houston and Bridge of Weir, visit www.
happyhaggis.co.uk



Castle Semple Loch


