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Welcome to Renfrewshire

Renfrewshire lies to the west of Glasgow on the shores of the
Clyde. It might not be one of Scotlands largest authorities,

but it is full of variety. Walking is an ideal way to explore this
compact area — you can really get close to the scenery, history
and wildlife. This booklet contains a number of routes specially
chosen to show you the best of it.

You can tour the sights of Paisley, once the most important
thread producing centre in the world, and get to know its
fascinating parks and open spaces. Or explore Renfrew’s proud
heritage, with a walk along the now quiet banks of the Clyde.

If you prefer the countryside, there are walks around the

grand estate of Formakin, along the lochside at Lochwinnoch,
or through the gorge of the River Gryfe at Bridge of Weir.
There’s even an adventurous hike up into the wild Renfrewshire
moorlands.

Whatever your interest or ability, there will be a walk to suit
you. Most are easily accessible by public transport from
Paisley, Johnstone and Glasgow. So, get out and enjoy yourself.
You might be surprised at what Renfrewshire has to offer!
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Paisley from Gleniffer Braes
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Will the walk be too difficult ?

A note about the surfaces of the walks, which may be of
particular interest for disabled people. The routes are
graded. There is enough information in the gradings and route
introductions for you to make up your own mind whether you
are capable of doing each route. There is a variety of routes.
Some are suitable for people in wheelchairs. Other routes are
quite rough and strenuous.

mmmmmmm Smooth firm surface. Usually wide enough for 2
people to walk side by side. No steep slopes, and no special
footwear required.

mmmmmm Paths with generally firm surface, but may be narrow or

uneven (for example, gravel surfaces or tree roots). Possible in
shoes, but some walkers may prefer to wear boots. Difficult for
wheelchair users.

mmmmmm Paths will be rough or muddy, or may have obstacles
such as steps or stiles. Boots required by walkers (except on
Paisley and Renfrew walks). Not suitable for wheelchair users.

Other paths which are not part of the route described.

Picnic table Seat or bench m Bird Hide

What do you need to take?

You do not need to be an experienced walker! You will need
nothing more than this guidebook and appropriate clothing in
case the weather gets cold or wet. If you need to wear boots,
this is indicated in the introduction to the walk. You might
want to take a drink and a snack. Places to buy these locally
are mentioned at the end of each route description.

How you should behave in the countryside

Scotland now has new legislation about access to the
countryside. Everyone has the right to be on most land and
water for recreation, education and for going from place to
place provided that they act responsibly. There are, however,
some places where you are not allowed to go. These rights and
responsibilities are explained in the Scottish Outdoor Access
Code.

The main thing is to use common sense. You need to take
responsibility for your own actions, respect the interests of



others, and care for the environment. In summary, this means:
* Respecting people’s privacy and peace of mind.
* Helping farmers, landowners and others to work safely
and effectively — leave gates as you find them, don't
block tracks or entrances, don't feed animals, don’t

damage fences, walls or crops.

* Caring for the environment — take your litter home, don’t
disturb wildlife.

* Keeping your dog under proper control.

To find out more, visit www.outdooraccess-scotland.com

Finding out more about the local area

We hope that these walks will stimulate you to find out

more about Renfrewshire’s fascinating towns, villages and
countryside. We've included places you can go for more
information at the end of each route. These include local
libraries and websites (which you can access free of charge at
any Renfrewshire library).

For tourist information on any part of Renfrewshire, contact
the Tourist Information Centre at 9A Gilmour Street in Paisley
town centre (tel: 0141 889 0711, email: paisley@visitscotland.
com). They will be able to provide you with information about
accommodation, tourist attractions, and what’s on in the

area. Useful websites are www.renfrewshire.gov.uk and www.
visitscotland.com.

If you'd like to find out more about outdoor recreation in

the Lochwinnoch area, contact Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park
(tel: 01505 614791, www.clydemurishiel.org.uk). The Park
covers 106 square miles of magnificent countryside between
Renfrewshire and the Firth of Clyde that includes woodland,
moorland, lochside and coastal scenery for everyone to enjoy.
It is ideal for walking, cycling, sailing, canoeing, fishing, picnics,
local and natural history, or simply relaxing in spectacular
surroundings.

Please check rail and bus times with Traveline Scotland before
travelling. Tel: 0870 608 2608 www.travelinescotland.com






Erskine and the Clyde

There are a few places in and around Glasgow where

you can walk along the Clyde. Erskine is one of the

best. It has good footpaths on a long and varied stretch
of the river bank. With luck, you might see a ship: but
don't bank on it, they are few and far between these

days. Upstream, the skyline shows off Clydeside’s proud
industrial heritage. Downstream, the Kilpatrick Hills loom
immediately across the river — and you'll have the chance
to walk under Erskine Bridge.

Start and finish Car park signed “Erskine Riverfront
Walkway* off Kilpatrick Drive, Erskine. The car park is
about 150m behind Erskine town centre towards the
River Clyde, near Erskine Community Sports Centre (grid
reference NS 470708).

Distance Just under 6km (4 miles). Allow 2 hours.
Terrain Mostly flat on wide firm footpaths, either tarmac

or gravel. No stiles or gates. Steep section in Boden Boo
where boots would be useful.
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Johnstone to Paisley via Gleniffer Braes

A walk from Johnstone to Paisley? Won't that be just

houses and traffic? Well, you might be surprised. Within 10
minutes you'll be strolling on footpaths through woodlands,
then climbing up past a river gorge for a promenade along
Gleniffer Braes with magnificent views to Ben Lomond

and beyond. You'll then drop down through a romantic
wooded glen beloved of Paisley poet Robert Tannahill, past a
spectacular waterfall and back into Paisley.

In Gleniffer Braes Country Park

Start and finish The walk starts at Johnstone railway
station (grid reference NS 433629), and finishes at bus
stops near the Gleniffer Braes Visitor Centre, Glenfield Road,
Paisley (grid reference NS 483611). We suggest you use
public transport so you don’t need to get back to the start.
Directions are included for getting back to Johnstone if you
decide to come by car.

Distance 9 km (6 miles). Allow three hours - more if you're
taking a picnic.

Terrain All on clear paths, although there is one particularly
steep uphill section as well as some muddy sections. Boots

recommended. It can be much colder on Gleniffer Braes than
down in Johnstone and Paisley, so make sure you've got warm
clothing to keep the wind out. Dogs should be kept on leads
between points 4 and 5, where cattle graze most of the year.
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Getting to the start
Rail Trains run to Johnstone station every 15 minutes from Glasgow, Paisley
and Ayrshire.

Bus Johnstone station is well served by a number of buses. The main
services are: Arriva 36 between Glasgow, Paisley and Kilbarchan (5-6 an
hour Mondays-Saturdays, hourly on Sundays). Arriva 38 and 39 between
Glasgow, Paisley and Johnstone. Arriva 17 between Glasgow, Paisley, Beith
and Largs (hourly including Sundays). Riverside 301 between Renfrew,
Paisley and Bridge of Weir (hourly Mondays to Saturdays only). Gillens/Key
307 from Lochwinnoch and Howwood (hourly every day).

Bicycle Johnstone station is 1km from National Cycle Network cycletrack 75
between Paisley, Lochwinnoch and Ayrshire. The station is signposted from
the cycletrack. Bring a lock for your bike.

Car To get to Johnstone from the M8, take the A737 exit signposted Irvine
(junction 28a, immediately after Glasgow Airport). Then take the second exit
(signposted Johnstone) and turn left at the top of the slip road. Continue
straight through the town centre: the station is on your right about 1km from
the A737, on the B789 between Johnstone and Paisley. There is a large free
car park at the station.

Getting back from the finish

The walk ends at the bus stop on Caplethill Road (do not cross over the
road). To get back to Paisley town centre, catch Arriva no. 1 or 4. Monday-
Saturday 10 buses an hour, Sunday 3 buses an hour, journey time less than
10 minutes.

Remember that the walk ends 9km from the start. If you come by car or by
bike, you will need to get back to Johnstone station. This is simple enough
by bus and train. First catch a bus into Paisley town centre. Alight at Central
Road (underneath the Piazza shopping centre). Paisley Gilmour Street
railway station is on County Square, about 100m in front of you. There

are frequent trains back to Johnstone (Monday-Saturday 4 trains an hour,
Sunday 3 trains an hour, journey time less than 10 minutes).

Please check rail and bus times with Traveline Scotland before travelling.
Tel: 0870 608 2 608 www.travelinescotland.com

Refreshments

Please note that there is nowhere to get refreshments after the first 500m
of the route until you get back into Paisley town centre after the end of the
walk. There are however plenty of picnic benches (see map), so you might
want to take a picnic with you. And there might even be an ice cream van in
Robertson Car Park (point 6) on a nice summer’s day !

At the start of the walk, there is a newsagent in Johnstone station and
grocers on Thorn Brae. If you want something more substantial, there are
cafes, shops and pubs in the centre of Johnstone, down Thorn Brae and the
High Street in the other direction.

Further information

Johnstone Library is a useful place to start if you'd like to find out more
about the area. It is in Houstoun Court in the town centre, between Ludovic
Square and Houstoun Square. Tel: 01505 329726. Open 6 days a week,
including some evenings.

For general information about Johnstone and Paisley, visit www.happyhaggis.
co.uk

For a history of Johnstone Castle, and other more detailed information
about the town, visit www.johnstonetown.org.uk

For more information on Gleniffer Braes Country Park, look on the
noticeboard as you pass the Visitor Centre (point 9 on the walk), call the
Countryside Ranger Service (tel: 0141 884 3794), or visit www.renfrewshire.
gov.uk and search for “gleniffer braes country park’.

[Back to Map |
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