
The tall stately figures

of Grey Herons can be

seen standing motionless

at the edge of the river,

staring intently into the water.

They stand still for a very long

time, and then suddenly make

a lightning strike to pierce a

unsuspecting passing fish or eel.

You may even see them standing in the nearby

fields where frogs make a tasty meal! In the summer months

look out for Swallows swooping low over the river catching

small insects in flight. Or look up in the sky for the scimitar

shaped Swifts, you can often hear them screaming as they

fly. Swifts can  spend most of their life airborne,  they eat,

sleep and even mate in the air. In fact if they land on the

ground they are often unable to take off again because

their wings are so long.

The coniferous trees near to the playground attract small

birds such as Coal Tits, Long tailed Tits and the smallest

British bird - the tiny Goldcrest. In the autumn and winter

you may see flocks of these birds moving through the

woodland together looking for tiny insects to eat.
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The Hawkhead Infectious Diseases Hospital represented

the height of modern architecture in the 1930's. Measles,

Whooping Cough, Diptheria, Scarlet Fever and Pneumonia

were all treated in separate buildings set in gently sloping

parkland.  At a time when these diseases were viewed with

terror, total isolation was required and Hawkhead in its own

landscaped grounds provided this.

At the furthest point of the walk you will reach the edge

of the White Cart Water. This river starts life in the hills

above Eaglesham to the south of  Glasgow and joins the

River Clyde at Renfrew. Although it starts life as a tiny

stream by the time it reaches Paisley it has grown into a

major river. In its time the river has provided power for corn

mills, dye works and paper mills and consequently for a

long time the river was badly polluted. Since the demise

of much of the industry the river has become much cleaner.

Kingfishers nest along

the river so if you

catch a glimpse

of a bright blue

flash flying low

over the water -

you've seen one.
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Start the walk from the junction of Abbey Close and Cotton

Street. With the Abbey on your left and the Council offices

on your right walk along Cotton Street to Gauze Street.

Follow the road round to the left onto Gauze Street. Head

towards Paisley Cross passing the Town Hall on your left.

After passing the Coats brothers’ statues at the entrance

to Dunn Square turn left along St Mirren Street.

For the short walk take the second road on the left, Forbes

Place, this will take you into a narrow cobbled street. At the

end of this street you will come to the White Cart Water

turn right along a pedestrian way. At the bridge turn left and

return to the Abbey.

For the longer route continue along Causeyside Street,

crossing over and then turning right up New Street. Cross

over and take the first street on the left, Shuttle Street.

Follow the road round into George Place (the Sma’ Shot

Cottages are on your right) and then left into George Street.

Cross over and walk down Wardrop Street to the junction

with Canal Street. Turn left and cross Causeyside Street,

carry straight on along Gordon Street, bear left across the

end of Orchard Street and walk back towards the Abbey

over Abbey Bridge.
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With extension to Sma’ shot

Walk        Distance: 0.8kms    Approximate time: 10 mins
Walk        Distance: 1.5kms    Approximate time: 20 mins
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Forbes Place gets its name

from one of Paisley’s corks.

These men were weaving

manufacturers. They were the

‘middle men’ as they paid the

weavers and dealt with the

distributors. Forbes Place was

purpose built in 1835 to

provide warehouses and

showrooms in which to

demonstate the weavers’

wares.

A restored 18th Century

weaver’s cottage and a 19th

century mill foreman’s house

form the industrial folk

museum - the Sma’ Shot

Cottages. Here you can find

out more about the Paisley

weaving industry and the lives

of those who made it work.

(Open  Wednesday  &

Saturday afternoons August

until the end of September.)
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The names of streets can often provide

a clue to an area’s history. Paisley’s

past is firmly recorded in the street

names along this route. Cotton Street,

Gauze Street and Shuttle Street all

reflect the industrial heritage of the town . When you reach

Abbey Bridge you can look along the White Cart Water to

the old finishing mill - part of the former Anchor Mills

complex.

At the top of Dunn Square, statues to the Coats brothers,

commemorate the most successful thread family in Paisley.

Take a longer look at  the base of each statue. Set in four

niches around the base of Sir Peter Coats are female figures

representing Art, Agriculture, Industry and Literature. The

panels around the statue of Thomas Coats represent his

virtues of generosity, prudence, perseverance and honour.


