
birds lost their nesting 

place.  

Compensation efforts are 
underway, however, be-
cause a team from Clyde-
port has installed 12 nest 
boxes within Greenockõs 
James Watt Dock.  The 
boxes were funded by 
Lower Clyde Greenspace 
but Clydeportõs experts 
installed the boxes be-
cause of the potentially 
hazardous locations - 
close to water level and 
ideally hanging over the 
water, so that they are 
out of potential predatorsõ 

reach. 

 

All that remains to be 
seen is if the boxes live up 
to Black Guillemotsõ ex-
acting standards in future 

breeding seasons! 

Black Guillemots or Tys-
ties, Cepphus grylle, are 
endearing, medium-sized 
seabirds, about 32-38 cm 
in length.  Adult birds 
have black bodies with a 
white wing patch, a thin 
dark bill and red legs and 

feet. 

 

Unlike other Auks, which 
nest in huge colonies, they 
tend to be found in ones 
and twos. Their usual 

breeding habitat in the 
UK is rocky shores, cliffs 
and islands in western and 
northern Scotland and 
Northern Ireland.  They 
dive for food from the 
surface, swimming under-
water. They eat mainly 
fish and crustaceans, also 
some molluscs, insects and 

plant material. 

 

In Inverclyde the birds 
had been nesting in the 
eaves of a waterfront 
building in Kingston Ship-
yard since 1979.  This 
had been the first case of 
Black Guillemots breeding 
in such an industrial site. 
Unfortunately, the exten-
sive regeneration of the 
derelict waterfront and 
the re-routing of the A8 
meant that the building 
was demolished and the 

NEW RESIDENCE FOR BLACK GUILLEMOTS 

New Image Sought for òScruffyó Scrub 

Scrub seems to be one of 
those transitory habitats: 
here today; gone tomor-
row. Then it springs up 
somewhere else. Increas-
ingly, however, scrubby 
sites seem to be disap-
pearing forever. A few 
may have matured into 
fully grown woodlands 
but most have been 

cleared for development 
or for more intensive 
farming. When this hap-
pens we lose declining 
birds like Bullfinches and 
Song Thrushes, wild flow-
ers and the inherently 
beautiful blossom of our 
local shrub species, like 
Hawthorn, Blackthorn, 
Gorse, Broom, Dog Rose, 

Elder and even the Bram-
ble. A new Scrub Action 
Plan seeks to reverse 
these declines by plotting 
existing valuable sites, 
negotiating with owners 
and public authorities, 
practical site management 
and telling people just 
how wonderful scrub is for 

biodiversity. 

Black Guillemots are normally 
associated with remote rocky 
coasts but have been breeding 
well on industrial buildings along 
the Firth of Clyde 

The Local Biodiversity Action Plan is 

being updated. A new batch of 

Action Plans are being developed by 

Steering Group members: 
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In January Renfrewshire 

Council formally declared its 

third statutory Local Nature 

Reserve at Durrockstock 

Park at in Paisley. 

On 27th April the Local Na-

ture Reserve was officially 

launched when Councillor 

Lorraine Cameron welcomed 

the many visitors who had 

turned out on a sunny Sun-

day for a fun afternoon of 

environmental puppet shows, 

nest box building organised 

by the Friends of Foxbar 

and the Renfrewshire Green 

Gym, exhibition stands 

mounted by various local 

conservation groups and 

woodland tree challenges 

posed by the Countryside 

Ranger Service. 

Recently Carts Greenspace 

has completed a path build-

ing project to  improve ac-

cess between play areas 

whilst protecting some inter-

esting fragments of semi-

natural woodland from too 

much trampling pressure. 

Whilst Durrockstock is a 

popular park, closer inspec-

tion of its quieter corners 

reveals plenty of wildlife, 

including 118 plant species 

(listed so far), at least 34 

types of bird and the pond 

teeming with aquatic life. 

On 4th June 18 members of 

the Eco Committee from 

Heriot Primary School 

helped Carts Greenspace 

and the Renfrewshire Green 

Gym to plant 300 wild-

flower plugs to create a 

new wildflower meadow at 

the edge of the Local Na-

ture Reserve. 

mately 100m to the rail 

crossing. Cross the railway 

through the gates to enter 

the secluded world of Loch 

Libo.  

The loch is long and shallow, 

nestling between the rail-

way and a steep wooded 

slope to the south. Wet wil-

low and aspen copses give 

way to extensive swamps 

near the lochõs edges. which 

are dotted with incredible 

Loch Libo is a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest and Scot-

tish Wildlife Trust Nature 

Reserve, which can be diffi-

cult to find. Located just 

north of the village of 

Uplawmoor in the Lugton 

Water valley it is accessed 

from a lay-by on the A736. 

From here, walk north on the 

road verge for approxi-

clumps of Tussock Sedge.  

Volunteers are needed to 

study the wildlife here.  Im-

pressive species lists already 

exist but new additions have 

been made in 2008, for 

example, Jack Snipe roost-

ing with Common Snipe in 

the swamps, and some of 

the uncommon plants like 

Cowbane have been found 

to be thriving. 

Email: gsmart@swt.org.uk   

Durrockstock Declared as Local Nature Reserve 

Loch Libo Nature Reserve: a secret sanctuary 

Sand Martins check in at Inchinnan 
frewshire Council. 

Sand Martins are a UK spe-

cies of conservation concern. 

They spend winter in Africa 

but migrate in the spring to 

breed in Europe, making a 

round trip of at least 5000 

miles. For the first two years, 

however, no Sand Martins 

used the wall but finally this 

spring around six pairs have 

decided to take up resi-

dence. 

The wall is installed near 

Inchinnan, close to Newshot 

Island proposed Local Na-

ture Reserve. It is hoped that 

the offspring raised at the 

wall this year will return 

when itõs their turn to breed, 

so that more birds arrive 

each 

spring 

in 

future 

years. 

The Biodiversity Partner-

shipõs first purpose built arti-

ficial Sand Martin nesting 

wall was constructed in 

2006, thanks to funding 

from the Community Environ-

mental Renewal Scheme 

(Scottish Executive & For-

ward Scotland), Scottish 

Natural Heritage, Professor 

Blodwen Lloyd Binns Bequest 

Fund, Paisley Natural His-

tory Society and Ren-
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Close up of Tussock Sedges 
thriving in the marginal 
swamp at SWTõs Loch Libo 
Nature Reserve 

A popular local park 
for the residents of 
Foxbar in Paisley, 
Durrockstock Park 
also contains valu-

able habitats. 

WARNING SIGN? 

2006 & 2007 

SURVEY RESULTS 

FIND ONLY TWO 

MALE BLACK 

GROUSE AT 

KNOWN LEK 

SITES WITHIN 

CLYDE 

MUIRSHIEL 

REGIONAL PARK  

Marsh Marigold 

 ©Norman Tait  


